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CHAIN REACTION

EVERY NGHT MAURY LISTENED TO ROOK MUSK, OFTEN THERE WASNT A PARTCULAR CRISIS; HS
READNG USELESS BOOKS. HE FELT THERE WAS NO WHOLE LIFE HAD BEEN A CRISES. MAURY
WAY OUT, UNTIL HS MOTHER GAVE HM A BOOK. LEFT THE BOOK LNTOLKHED FOR DAYS ...

HERE'S A SELFHELP
BOOK A FREND
LOANED ME. IT MIGHT
HELP YOU .. THS AUTHOR
CLAMS THAT T
AN BE MORE

o T POSTVE ABOUT

ESCAPE. TM e T A
DROWNNG N
DEPRESSON.

0oe

L
G S 1 D ANYTHNG RELBIOUS
HERE, Tm DITCHNG THS BOOK
AND Wty DDES TS AOTNG
pReAcuER wees goPPNG P ON
Wy ROCK MusC STATONT

GRRR!

N THE BOOK'S POSIIVE THNKNG TIPS, ANOTHER MESSAGE POPPED P ... °GOU LOVES YOU' GO0 LOVED
MAURY AND GOD ALWAYS DD ... THROUGH EVERY HORROR MAURY HAD EXPERENCED. HE HAD JUST WANTED
TO BE LOVED. MAURY FELT A PERSONAL AWAKENNG, A DESRED CLOSENESS WITH THE DIVNE. WIS EXISTENCE
FNALLY MADE SENSE.

IT ISNT A RELIGOUS BOOK

BUT £ T 15 SAYNG
ME7 HE HAS 5 1 THAT IF 60D LOVES
ALWAYS LOVED BoNlve inen 1=
e I 22 st ver
NEVER FELT OHAvElA
s weamonsup

WITH ME

o ipowT r—
(8 oraow WHAT THEY
) cou ever B orte
FRELILE < TO TELL ME AT

TS THAT CHURCHS

wos clue. 1
OONT GET M
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THE 600D TIMES:

MAURY WASNT THE
BEST PLAYER, BUT
BASEBALL MADE
MM HAPPY. ONE
DAY HE COPED THE
THEATRICS OF A
FAMOUS BASEBALL
HERO, BABE RUTH.
HE DELBERATELY
STRUCK OUT ON
™HE ARST TWO
BALLS LETTNG
THEM GO BY
BEFORE THE LAST
PITOH, HE BRAVELY
PONTED TO THE
END OF THE RELD
HOME RUN STYLE".

THS 15

NEW YEARS PARTES:

ALCE AND CYRUS WOULD PARTY ALL NIGHT. THE
KIDS MADE THER OWN FUN, ENJOYNG THE SNACKS
ALCE LEFT FOR THEM. FROM PILLOW AGHTS TO
FAKE WRESTLNG, THEY PLAYED UNTL THEY HAD TO
CLEAN UP BEFORE THER PARENTS GOT BACK!

1 oro TTIN

e

SBLNG BONDNG:

DESPITE DISAGREEMENTS AT HOME, ON THE
STREETS THE KIDS DEFENDED ONE ANOTHER.

MAURY THREATENED WER, YOU WOULDNT DARE
HT MEF HE RAN HOME, BLEEDNG ALL OVER.

o
O You WT my, BrOTHERTY
IF YOU EVER WT HIMTAGAN,
Tl piicitoul
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1M GONG FOR A
WALK WITH MAURY.

AccoeNT. TreRe
[ARE NO GOVERNMENT
RECORDS O FND

D outF e
HD15APPEARED.

AT THE TIME, THERE WAS NO HELP FOR MOTHERS
SUFFERING FROM POST-PARTUM DEPRESSON
FOLLOWNG CHLDBRTH NO ONE KNEW ANYTHNG
ABOUT THE MEDICAL CONDITION. THS COLLD

WORSEN IF A MOTHER WAS LNABLE TO COPE

WITH OVERWHELMNG CIRCUMSTANCES. ON RARE
OCCASIONS, SEVERE DEPRESSION COULD CONWNCE A
NEW MOTHER NTO HONESTLY BELEVNG HER CHLD
WAS BETTER OFF NOT LVNG IN THS "CRUEL WORLD".

T FOND HM
W, < conss
AnosT vERw

XFPQM THE COLD.

S wiaar 5 T |
waTTER W
Sou aczceri

No
o /-

CARES HOW.
HARD MY LFE -
15 T FEEL LOST
N A DARK CLOWD.
I CANT THNK CLEARLY.

WHAT HAVE I UONEZ.
1...IM NOT A BAD- PERSON.

. AFTER A LONG WHIE . .
ALCE RETURNED TO THE HOUSE
SHVERNG WET, AND COLD. SHE WAS ALONEI

MAURY 15 BETTER OFF
WTHOUT Me, WITHOUT THE ||
LIFE X HAVE TO LVE WITH,
CYRUS. TS MY ONIY CHOKE
F M GONG, TO SURWVE.

AS SHE HAD DONE ALL HER LFE, ALCE LED
TO SAVE HERSELF FROM THE TROUBLE

SHE FOLND HERSELF IN. SHED DENY HER
REALTY, CLNGING TO THE UNREALISTIC HOPE
THAT THNGS WOULD WORK OUT N THE END.

1 LOVE MAURY. HE LOOKS
LKE WS FATHER...ITS A
UTTLE LE. CYRUS WILL
GET USED TO THE

BABY OVER TWME.

SEE THAT
You o
TUL GET THE
MARRIAGE
Lcense
ToMORROW.
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HOPE IS HERE!

BEV AND MAURY WAVE DEDICATED THER LVES TO SERVING N DIFFCULT PLACES, NCLUUNG OVER TWENTY
YEARS DIRECTNG TEEN CHALLENGE, A DRUG REHABILTATION CENTER. HES SHARED HIS STORY WHEREVER HE
COULD—FROM YOUTH GROUPS AND ROCK CONCERTS TO PRISONS. THEY WERE BLESSED WITH TWO BEAUTFUL
DAUGHTERS, USA AND LAURY. BECOMNG A GOOU DAD HAS BEEN PERHAPS THE GREATEST MIRACLE OF ALL

X WAS A PRISONER N MY OWN HOME. |
| EVERYONE HAS THER OWN PRISON. JESUS

CAME “TO SET THE PRISONER FREE". HE
CAN SET/ YOU FREE EVEN MERE 3 171600 COULD | HELP.
MAURY[MAYBE THERES.

MAURY'S PERSONAL MESSAGE TO YOU

FROM THE OUTSDE, IT MGHT SEEM LIKE IVE EXPERIENCED MORE
FALURES THAN SUCCESSES. BUT EVERYONES PATH IS DIFFERENT.
REFLECTNG ON MY LIFE, T REALZED I GOT HERE TODAY BECAUSE
I KEPT RETURNNG TO THE RIGHT CHOKES.

WHEN I NEEDED HELP X ASKED FOR M

I ACKNOWLEDGED MY DISCOURAGEMENT AND DEPRESSION AND.
CONFRONTED IT NSTEAD OF BURYNG MY FEELNGS:

© X TURNED BACK TO 60U WHENEVER I WAS TEMPTED TO RUN
ANAY, OR MAKE MORE BAD MISTAKES.

I SURROLNDED MYSELF WITH PEOPLE I COULD LEARN FROM
AND TRED TO FOLLOW THEIR ADVKE.

© X CHOSE WHOH VOKES 10 LISTEN TO. THE ONES THAT ACCUSED
THE NEW ME OF BENG AN IMPOSTOR, OR THE VOICE OF 60D
THAT REMNDED ME I WAS NEVER HOW CYRUS DEFNED ME—
BASTARD CHLD". I WAS IS CHID.

WANT TO TALK WITH SOMEONE?

EMAIL: MAURYBLAIRGOVERCOMNGABUSE.CA
GET HELP ANYTIME: CROSSROADS 24-HR LINE: 1-866-273-4HHH

BONUS! GET THE CHILD OF WOE GRAPWIC NOVEL E-BOOK FREE!
ALSO AVALABLE: THE ORIGNAL CHILD OF WOE MEMOIR E-BOOK.
WATCH INTERVIEWS WITH MAURY AND EXPLORE MORE AT OVERCOMINGABUSECA.

WANT TO TALK TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE YOU THIS?
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MALTY NEVER KNEW THE WSTORY. HE NEVER LNDER'STOOD WHY HS STEPFATHER HAD SNGLED WM OUT.
WY THE WATRED ROCUSED ONIY ON HIWY MANY NGHTS MALREY WOULD CRY IN THE (LD OUTSDE WS
HOUSE OF HORIOR'S, WS TEARS FIFEEZNG AGAINST HS SKN BEFORE THEY COULD WUN DOWN WS GIEEKS

O 1 FREEZE OUTSIVE, OR GO

N AND GET BEATENT WHERE
ARE OU €OVTTT O
- NO GOD WOULD LET. v
THS HAPPEN TO Mel

MOST OFTEN HED WATCH FAMILY
LFE FROM CRACKS IN THE FLOOR
UPSTARS, BUT WHEN THE OLD MAN
WAS AWAY, HE WOULD JON THE
FAMILY AT THE DNNER TABLE. XT
FELT 50 GOOU BUT BITTERSWEET.
EVERYONE KNEW HED WAVE TO GET
OUT OF THERE FAST ONCE THEYD
HEARD THE OLD MAN OUTSDE.

THE FOUR BOYS SHARED ONE
BER SNUGLY ARRANGED SIDEWAYS
LIKE PUZZLE PIECES. IN WNTER, IT
BECAME A WARM, COZY NEST-AND
A BRILLANT HONG SPOT. WHEN
CYRUS SEARCHED THE HOUSE FOR
MAURY, HE NEVER THOUGHT TO
CHECK BENEATH THE TANGLE OF
SPRAWLED BODIES. THERE MAURY
LAY, HOLDUING N WS GIGGLES
TUCKED AWAY N PLAN SIGHT!
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LOOKING BACK—CHRISTMAS DAYS:

ONLY CYRUS COULD SEPARATE MAURY
FROM THE FAMLY. FROM THE CRACKS

N THE FLOOR, HED WATCH HS SIBLNGS
SQUEALING WITH DELIGHT WITH THER
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS THEN DVNG
NTO A TURKEY DNNER. HS BROTHER,
MARK, WOLLD REPORT TO HM WHAT
GIFTS HAD BEEN EXCHANGED. LATER,
MARK WOULD TRY TO SLP MAURY

SOME LEFTOVERS LIKE SNEAKNG
ROOD o A STRAY DOG.

BOXNG:

MAURY TOOK LP BOXNG AT RFTEEN,
LYNG THAT HE WAS OLDER. FOR
THE PRST TME N HS LIFE, CYRUS
SHOWED NTEREST AND GAVE HIM
A COUPLE OF TIPS WITH TERRBLE

EVESIGHT, MAURY WAS SOON BEATEN
AND BLOODIED AND QUIT. CYRUS

NEVER SHOWED NTEREST N HM AGAN.

DS AT SCHOOL LAUGHED AT MAURY
BECAUSE HE WASNT SURE OF HS BRTH
DATE. EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW THAT.
TYPCALLY, ALCE CLOSED HER EYES TO
TWS BIG PROBLEM ... MAURY'S PROBLEM!

HE BEGGED WER FOR AN ANSWER

MOM, WHCH DAY 15T,
PRI 27TH OR 28THT:

AR, YOU ARE 50 /
NOT IMPORTANTI e,

PEOFT, DONT EVEN
oW YOUR!
eRTOAYZ

WHAT A FREAK]

/

EREAK!

You JUST MADE
MY CHRISTMAS DAY

L ey

I WEEP TELLNG YUl
WT USNG THE WEEL
OF YoUR HAND TO

PROTECT YoUR
NUCKLES.

WY DO YouR
BROTHERS AND SISTERS
HAVE A DIFFERENT NAME
THAN YOUT WHY DO
YOU LOOK DIFFERENT
THAN THEMT

IM BULLED AT ©
HOME, SCHOOL, AND
EVERYWHERE I GO.
I AWM A FREAK.






index-2_1.jpg
A PERSONAL MESSAGE

Not one scene in Child of Woe was “based on a true story.” It is the actual account of Maury Blair’s life.
Every incident happened—except when Maury insisted the worst details be left out.

Is Maury Blair for real, or is he more like the unrealistic heroes in Hallmark movies—the feel-good
but exaggerated stories that could leave you with a sugar hight Id be skeptical if I didnit know Maury
personally or hadn't confirmed these events with his lifelong friends.

‘The story of Maury’s first pastor, Jack Ozard, is found here. Susan Ozard Keddy, Jacks daughter, recalls:
“T've known Maury all my life. I remember him sitting at my parents’ table, talking so fast it seemed like
he never took a breath. His enthusiasm has never stopped!”

Hope was there for Maury, just as it is here for you. Something led you to this book. As Maury and I have
discovered, God has been with you all along.

Susan Wells
Author: Child of Woe, Child of Woe - Graphic Novel

MEET THE CREATORS

SUSAN WELLS, author and visionary behind Child of Woe, crafted the dialogues based on the original
‘memoir, developed the storyboard content, and managed the book’s creation. Her
career has spanned the decorative arts, from professional home stager to author of

W two DIY decorating books and host of TV’s Dreamhomes. Susan brings creativity,
humor, and inspiration to her publications and seminars. Her inspirational works
include, A Place at My Table and the Child of Woe memoir. Her passion for sharing

 Maury Blair’s journey has been the driving force behind carrying his legacy to new

- generations.

GRAHAM PAULSEN is a creative director and media producer specializing in graphic design and digital

artistry. With a blend of advanced graphic design techniques and digital tools,

Graham crafted the visual world of Child of Woe, transforming the narrative into

a vivid and immersive experience. His work on this project involved artistic vision

and technical skill, bringing to life the raw emotion and transformative journey of

Maury’s story. Graham feels deeply honored to contribute to retelling a story that

has inspired so many, shedding light on the resilience and hope that continue to

guide those facing their own challenges.

KAREN AMARAL is a digital creator who has a passion for graphic design and website design. She was

— behind the layout of Child of Woe, counting it a privilege to use her creative skills to
bring this powerful story tolife. Collaborating with the team on the visual structure
W o the novel was both a technical and personal honor. Having first encountered
/ Maury’ story at the age of eleven, she has long been inspired by its depth and raw
f
Z |

portrayal of resilience in the face of adversity. Being a part of retelling this moving
narrative has been a humbling experience, one that she holds dear as it continues
to shed light on the silent battles faced by so many.

We are thankful to our families, whose support, and patience, helped make this possible!

© Copyright 2024 Breakthrough Ministries. All rights reserved.
Reprints for non-profits available upon request: breakthroughministries.ca
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CYRUS HAD ALWAYS BEEN THERE. IT DIONT MAKE
SENSE, BUT HED BECOME MAURY'S SOURCE OF
SECURITY. HE HAD NSPIRED FEAR, TURNED WS
NTESTNES NTO CRAMPNG KNOTS, AND DESTROYED
MAURY'S LIFE. WS MOTHER WAD COME AND GONE,
OFTEN LEAVNG HOME FOR WEEKS. SHE HAD
BEEN IRRESPONSIBLE, OFTEN FEELNG GULTY AND
DEPRESSED, WHCH MADE HER MORE DEPRESSED.
NOW MAURYS BROTHERS AND SISTERS HAD
DRFTED AWAY. ONIY CYRUS REMANED THE SAME.

MORE CHANGES / FAREWELLS

IN MAURY'S TEEN YEARS CYRUS GOT SIKER—
HE HARDLY WORKED. ALCE FOUND LESS AND
LESS MONEY N CYRUS POCKETS.

THEY HAD TO DO SOMETHNG!

THERE'S NOT.
ENouGH
ONEY

Here FoR
ONE MORE

VowiTe
HELL 0
slever
cerjuoeo
e
~ 6ioovy
ALY

L

WATCHNG SPORTS! o
5 TiE one e
weve eve

[one Tocenee.
[x1s wep. 1

£

[feet Smemeey
close 1 m

ALICE DECDED TO OPEN A LITTLE RESTAURANT.
WHAT A BAD DEA_SHE COULDNT EVEN RUN
HER OWN KITGHEN. THE BOYS CALLED IT "WCK'S
SLOP GHOP-. MAURY WORKED HARE BUT ALSO
DD CRAZY THNGS. HE LET FRENDS ORDER
FRES FOR FREE PAYNG TO HAVE FRIEND'S .

50 PATHETG

AT WAS A HOUSE OF |
HORRORS, BUT TS THE ONLY

THEY WERE GONG TO LVE
ABOVE THE RESTAURANT. THE
OLD MAN WAS TOO SKK TO
BEAT MAURY ANYMORE. MAURY
WOULD NEVER KNOW WHAT IT
WAS LIKE TO BE SAFE N THAT

HOUSE HE FELT DEPRESSED WITH

SO MANY BAD MEMORES ... THE

BRUTAL BEATNGS, EVERY STOLEN
MEAL. BUT, THERE WERE ALSO
MEMORIES OF THE PLAYTMES

WITH WS BROTHERS, SOME
GoOD TMES ...

- LIFE IVE KNOWN AND NOW
M LOSNG IT. 60 WERD THAT
TM FEELNG LOST T00.
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THE ANIMAL'S PREY

% 3]

STATUELIcE
MAURY WOLLD,
PRESS NTO| THE
DARIENED CORNER
OF THE UPSTARS
BEDROOM THE
BOY'S APPEARANCE
WAS STRING A
SKELETAL FRAME
WITH SUNKEN EYES
BETRAYING HS
YONG YEARS.

THE CREAKNG ANNOUNCED THE TORMENTORS
ARRVAL THE CMLDREN WOULD SETTLE INTO AN
UNEASY QUET AS HE STAGGERED UP THE PORCH
STEPS. THE SCREEN DOOR SGUEALED WHEN OPENED leohcoo0,
WSSED AND SLAPPED WHEN YOU LET IT GO. g iensc v
b

°
THE "OLD MAN; 1

THE CHLURENS NAME FOR HM,
WAS HOME HE ROARED AND
CURSED IN A DRUNKEN STUPOR.
EVERYONE MADE ROOM
FOR MM LIKE YOU WOULD
A MENAGNG ANMAL BUT WIS
ACTUAL PREY WAS ELSEWHERE

UPSTARS, THE DOOR'S
SLAPPNG SENT A JOLT OF
SILENT TERROR THROUGH

MAURY. HE SPRANG AWAY FROM
THE CRACKS IN THE FLOOR
AND SLPPED TO THE CORNER
WNDOW. HS SURVIVAL NSTINCTS
WARNED HM TO MOVE QUICKLY
AS HE VANSHED INTO THE
SHADOW'S EMBRACE
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MAURY CREATED HS OWN HAPPY PLACES. HE FOUND DIRTY MARBLES N DITCHES, SHNED
THEM UP AND HAPPLY PLAYED FOR HOURS BY WMSELF. A FEW RUBBER RNGS USED FOR
TOOLS WERE POLISHED TO LOOK LIKE EXPENSVE RNGS . .. N HIS IMAGNATION ANYWAY.

NO ONE CAN FND'MY 000 . IT FEELS GOOU TO MAKE MY
MARBLES HERE THEY. I OWN PERFECT, HAPPY WORLD.
WGHT BE TAKEN AWAY. HEY - IM COMPLETELY N CONTROL
WHEN I PLAY BY MYSELF ¥ 3
T ALWAYS WNI HA!

WILDFLOWERS,
D A FEW
STOLEN
FLOWERS,
THe swpLe THnes mave [ESPRAVINIRES
MAURY HAPPY. ONE summer He  [UUNIISES
CREATED WS OWN LITTLE GaRDEN  [SWRUSSSIN
WONDERLAND N AN EmMPTY ALLey (NSRS
THAT cvRus woulp Never Fno. [ERRSRN
FOR A LTTLE WHLE, LiFE was [ERAURApS
PERFECT AW 1w AnD BeAuTFUL PSRN

LKE My
PET MOUSE.

MAURY FOUND WAYS TO HAVE FUN. THEYD GATHER
LEAVES FROM ALL THE YARDS. THE NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS
LOVED JUMPNG N THE PILES THE “MOST LeaFy, YET
THE MOST TREELESS YARD ON THE BLOCK! CYRUS HATED
IT, BUT NEVER RIGURED OUT WHAT THEYD DONE! HA!
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MAURY COULDNT REMEMBER WHEN THE ABUSE BEGAN; IT HAD ALWAYS BEEN A PART OF WIS LIFE. HE
HAD LEARNED NOT TO WIE UNDER THE COVERS OR ANYWMERE ELSE T ONLY MADE THNGS WORSE.

RESISTNG WAS USELESS HE WOULD GVE N AND TAKE THE PUNCHES.

»

MALRY,
may...aze oul
ALRGHT? N

1 HAVE O
TAKE CARE
OF My
MOTHER.
son 1

JUST A FEW YEARS EARLER, PROMSE
MAURY'S MOTHER, ALCE, HAD BEEN o e
A PROMSNG STUDENT WITH DREAMS BAGK

OF MAKNG THE WORLD BETTER.

SIDETRACKED

ALCE SHOWS POTENTAL
FOR HELPNG OTHERS
AND SHE'S ALREADY A
GREAT COMMULNCATOR!
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MAURY REPAD THE
KNDNESS OF THE
KOS CLUB LEADERS
BY USNG THER
CHURGH SERVICE AS
AN OPPORTUNTY FOR
PRANKS. HED SLTHER
LIKE A SNAKE LNDER
THE BENOHES KNOTTNG
UNSUSPECTNG.
PARISHONER'S
SHOELACES TOGETHER.
THEY STOOD TO NG,
ONIY TO WOBBLE LikE
BOWLNG PRSI

THE AWKWARD
RECOVERIES, THE
NERVOUS CLEARNG OF
THROATS _MALRY LVED
FOR IT. THE CHURCH
FOLKS, NOT 50 MUCH.
BUT MAURY RGURED
A GOOD LAUGH Was
600D FOR THE SOUL".

MAURY AND
WS BROTHER'S
WERE NVOIVED N
NEIGHBORHOOD
TROUBLE! THEY
KNOOKED OUT
WNDOWS WITH
FIYNG BASEBALLS,
SOMETMES
THROWNG ROCKS
AS THEY TRED TO
WT THE HARD HATS
OF CONSTRUCTION
WORKERS. MAURY
THOUGHT THEY
WERE BENG FUNNY.
THE CONSTRUCTON
WORKERS THOUGHT
THEY WERE THE
WORST KOS EVER.

AS APPLES BOLNCED
AROIND MRS
PUDLEY, SHE NEVER
YELLED AT THEM.

P0YoU uT THe
oL LADY. WiTH!
oNe ! oF Herf
own appiesz
Cueleus]

FOR| THOSE
poor eovs |
ORI YEARS
AND. NOTHING
CHaNGES)
BuTATMINOT,
lcone '
Qum
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FRAGMENTS

GREW UP N
™HE CHARMNG.
TOWN OF PARS,
ONTARD, THE
SRAND RVER,
A LFELNE AND
PLAYGROUND.
oTHERS HAD
SKATES AND
sievs, ¥
s [
canADIAN
WITERS
N A
WONDERLAND;
MAURY MADE
Do Wi *
A Piece oF?
CARDBOART,
GlLegFuLLY
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VOCES FROM THE
PAST TANTED
MAURY_HE DIONT
BELONG WITH THESE
PERFECT: PEOPLE.
THEYD RETURN T
THER BEAUTIFUL
HOMES, WHLE HE
WOULD HEAD BAGK
T WIS SHACK.

THEY HAVET
g2y
FOLLOW T

1F TMIHONEST, YOU WONT
LIKE ME. EVEN THE WAY

MURY WAS
1 DRESS 1SNT 6000

LEARNNG THAT
RCH OR POOR,
SANT OR SNNER,
JESUS DONT cARE
ABOUT TMEIR PAST.
BUT_HE DID CARE
WHEN OTHERS
THOUGHT THEY
WERE BETTER.

MAURY ASSUMED HS OLD FRENDS WOULD BE
HAPPY THAT HE WAS IN A BETTER PLACE. WRONGI/

HEY MALRY,
DONT YoU Use

To mae FunloF
THO5E RELIGOUS
NUTS A NoW
You ARE ONE

1 DoNT
FEEL THAT

™ BETTER
THAN YO, BUT,
1 g€ LFE

oF Tem i )
=
\ e

&
YOU_THNK *THAT YOU

2 e TeeTieR D Us
L Wiows sruiiTe Town
——reEak_UST oW
e RELGOUS FREAK.

-

s D I
Bt (oD W
e,
PR cove oA
eRe HAVE DONE -~
2 e

+

¥ EARNGTTHE TRIGHT [CIOTHNG
DOESNT MEAN THAT EVERYTHNG
¥ 15 ALRIGHT INSIDE. JESUS SAYS
THAT WE ARE CLOTHED N HS
RIGHTEOUSNESS. AND_NCE

OUTAT MAURY. NOT THAT

IT MATTERS! HA!

MAURY LEARNED FROM OTHERS FROM
COFFEE SHOPS TO MEALS AT THER HOMES,
HE WATCHED EVERYTHNG THEY DID!

THANKS FORTTHESE
ceTiGETHER S,
xINeveR [HaD)
AYREAL

FATMER!

sy, 1 ensoy
BenG wimi fou!
YouR STUDYNG:

Shiave TAUGHT
2 ~e Aot
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FROM HS PRAYERS FOR MAURY, YOU ARE
HELP ON THOSE FREEZNG LOOKNG 50 MUGH
COLD NiGHTS, T BENG. ‘ BETTER THS MORNNG!
LoveD BY TOSE KOS
CLUB LEADERS ... COUD
M'I:; ":::::P’::? 1 FEEL DIFFERENT) T = L.
1 FEEL LkE 60D
HAD EVERYTHNG N s e }*‘}Eusﬂuﬁ THE RELGON SECTON
waveys ure 1eo o [N snnmsmw N THE LBRARY NEVER
THIS ENCOUNTERT EXSTED TO WM BEFORE.
THE LIBRARIAN GAVE MAURY
A SKEPTCAL LOOK AS ME
THES81 0% CHECKED OUT FOUR BOOKS,

RELGOUS]BOOKS) A AL
YOU, KNOW... E

YOU WANTED T
cHEO< THESE
outz7?

YoU DONT Like
THE BOOKST

LAST NGHT... ALL OF
THEM. 10 LIKE TO GHECK
OUT THESE FOUR PLEASE.

M READNG HERE'S YOUR HE READ ABOUT HORRIBLE OLDER
ABOUT THE SRANDMA'S BROTHERS WHO SOLD JOSEPH
[N eLc, BuT. i eBLe NTO SLAVERY AN TOLD THER
poiiaho - oo \ T FATER THAT HE WAS DEADI AT
THe save  [ladid h THE VERY BEGINNG OF THE BIBLE,
acuo [Rs THERE ARE | on BROTMER KILLED THE OTHER
coBBLNG NOTES THAT | gecause HE WAS JEALOUS KNG
ve P MADE. PAVD HAD AN AFFAR AND SENT
AND sOME
NEWROUND e THE WOMAN'S HUSBAND NTO THE
KNOWLEDGE. BATTLERELD TO Dl THERE WERE
MY SELE MORE SCREWED UP PEOPLE HERE

10N8-TNg. THAN MAURY HAD EVER MET.
Ao
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MALRY FOUND WIS
FATHER'S ADDRESS,
AN WHEN THE
DOOR OPENED, HE
SAW AN OLDER
VERSION OF
MMSELF. THEY
KNEW INSTANTLY
THEY WERE FATHER
AND SON. HEARNG.
VOICES NSDE,
MAURY SAW FEAR
N MAURKE'S EYES—
™E FEAR OF
BENG 'FOLND OUT.
PRETENDNG TO

BE LOST, MAURY
LEFT, HOPNG TO
RECONNECT.

BUT A YEAR
LATER, MAURYCE
PASSED AWAY.

THOUGH ALKE
NEVER APPLED FOR
A BIRTH CERTIRCATE,
HOSPITAL RECORDS
CONFRMED
MAURY'S ADMSSION
AS A TODDLER.
THS PERSUADED
AUTHORITIES TO
1S5UE ONE.

MAURY TRACKED
DOWN HS FATHER'S
PHONE NUMBER.

™E VoKE ON

T™HE OTHER END.
SOLNDED JusT
LIKE WIS, WS FATHER
RELUCTANTLY
AGREED TO

TALK AGAN

IT DONT MATTER_MAURYS COMPLETENESS NEVER HNGED ON DISCOVERING THE SOURCE OF HS
GENETCS. IT HAD TAKEN ROOT N THAT LITTLE HOUSE WHERE HE ARST ENCOUNTERED THE FATHER WHO
HAD BEEN WATCHNG OVER MAURY FROM THE MOMENT OF WIS CONCEPTON. GOU HAD NEVER BEEN
CONFUSED ABOUT MAURY'S BLOODLNE. MAURYS EARTHIY BLOODLNE HAD NEVER LIMTED GOD'S CLAWM
ON HM HE WAS A CHLD OF THE KNG/

MAURY HELPED AT
A GIURCHS CENTER
FOR TROUBLED
DS, HED NEVER
PLANNED TO SHARE
WS PAST_TOO
MUCH PANI

HAWNG TO'RUN
ANAYZ LOOK AT
YOUu WITH YouR
PERFECT LFE, YOU
COLLD  NEVER RELATE

P ——
gt
e enl
pisriogatd
pplpioians
e e
Pt
s
TRANSFORMED, MANY
wes e et |iog s et
Whelgimil [0
e |
HMSELF THAT HE |\ ps 1ice vou .
il
e
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SUNDAYS OFFERED A BREAK TO THE ROUTNEIOF
VIOLENCE. UNCLE BILL WAS A BARBER. HE WOULD)
COME OVER SLNDAY AFTERNOONS FOR DNNER!
AND CUT THE KIS Fm

"

k

son, svea R

0 INCLE )

BULS SHOP |
TomoRRON

Alce, BRNG
mauRy
DOWN AND
TLL CUT WS,
HAR TOO!

Teme 15 o
way AT

sestor0 15

e ns

& e

/] e
N

YOURE cRAZY.

HELL PROBABLY

BE THE BEST K
YOU HAVE.

ABOUT MM
GETING
DRNK
ooxs

e

1L BE
SLeePNG
ouT Here
TONGHT.

BRRRR

MAURY WOULD CROUGH JUST OUTSDE WS
HOUSE AND WATCH HIM COMNG. SPYNG ON THE
OLU MAN, HELPED MAURY DECDE WHAT TO DO
NEXT. HE FOUND PLACES TO SLEEP AROUND THE
NEIGHBORHOOR, BENEATH THE PORCH N A GARDEN,
OR SOMETMES SIEEPNG ON THE FROZEN
GROLND. HE WAS NEVER GONG N THAT HOUSE AS
LONG AS CYRUS WAS HOLDNG AN AXI

ID KILL YOU IF I COULD . ..

600, ARE You
THERE PLEASE
HELP. ME PROTECT.

MALRYI O]

WHEN CYRUS DRANK, ALCE WRAPPED
MAURY N BLANKETS WALKNG THE STREETS.
WHEN OLD ENOUGH, THE TWO WALKED
TOGETHER UNTL CYRUS FELL ASLEER

1l s
L
orr s

Tme Wi

‘;)' TS AX.

1M s000
HUNGRY,
AND COLD...

*50B*

PEOPLE KNEW WHY MAURY WAS TOO AFRAD
10 GO HOME AND DD WHAT THEY COULD TO
HELP IN THOSE DAYS, MOTHERS N ABUSVE
SITUATONS HAD NOWHERE TO GO FEELNG
UNSETTLER EVEN UNDER THE CLEAN, DRY
SHEETS, MALRY ASKED TO GO HOME_TRADNG.
SAFETY FOR DANGER. IT DONT MAKE SENSE,
BUT COMFORT AND SAFETY FELT FOREIGN.






index-26_1.jpg
CYRUS HEALTH DECLNED. ALCE AND MAURY DROVE HM, COUGHNG AND GROANNG, TO THE HOSPITAL

MAURY, HED LIKE You

TO! GIANGE YOUR LAST
TLL Have »
i / g TO) THNK.
A ABOLT/IT
3 °

'O
HE DIONT EVEN HavE
THE rnuauz‘m ASK
e HMSELF! CYRUS
CANT T ME ANYMORE
50 Now HES GoNG T
TRY To STEAL THE ONE
THNG THAT £ HAVE
v eNTITYIN

HORRIBLE ENDING ... NEW BEGINNINGS
ONE BY ONE, THE OLDER KIDS LEFT THE HOUSE TO GET MARRED OR JON THE ARMY MAURY SPENT
HOURS LISTENNG TO ROCK AND ROLL MUSK ON THE RADIO, GROWNG MORE DEPRESSED EACH DAY.

I DONT CARE IF T
289 cver remRn. 1
WANT\TO/GET KILLED.
INJA CAR' cRASH.
Po!IT Now!

o
SOMETHNG KEEPS STOPPNG.
ME IM 5O WEAK, TOO
SPNELESS TO EVEN WL
MYSELF. TM WORTHLESS:
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UNTIL ONE NGHT

YUP. I REMEMBER
TETDAY You !
WeRE BORN, £
maRY 1 —
DROVE YoUR
MOTHER TO
BRANTFORD. |

'NO, YOU DIONT, ZEKE. I WAS
BORN IN FLNT, MCHGANI TAKE IT BACKI!

YOU WERE NOT.

vou BeTTER
60 Home AND +
e o | 4 wurs ne warse _—
o R L Wi You mave
byl O o vou vonT even

/ D ow weeee

/ ’ \ vou weee

| somnz | |

IM LEAVNG. YOU GUYS ARE JERKSH!

ALCE WOULD RETREAT NTO HER PRETEND WORLD. THS ISSUE WAS NO BIG DEAL MAURY HAD
PIKED HIS OWN RANDOM BIRTH DATE. THS WAS GONG TO BE THE LEAST OF MAURY'S PROBLEMS
SO MANY TIMES HE BURIED THE REALTY OF HER NEGLECT — THE REALITY OF HER ABUSE
— THE EMOTIONAL VIOLENCE OF HER ENDLESS LES.

FNNY! ZEKE SAYS
HE DROVE You T©
THE TOWN WHERE |

YOU HAD Me!

1M 8000 TRED OF YOUR CRAZY STORES!
DYOUREINOT EVEN A GOOD LIAR. YOUVE CARED
IMORENABOUT YOURSELF THAN MAKNG ME'ATIOKEIN!

™E
RESTAURANT
Faiep. auce
FELT THE
WMPULSE TO
RN AnAY.
THEY TRIED
GETTNG 10BS
N DIFFERENT
ames uNTL

om s ||
SuAo< wewe
| supposev |
o 1ve n 15
CONDEMNED)

L

BEGGED HER
™ 6o BACK
.. except

THAT THeY
NOW HAD NO
Home To
6o .

TELL YOUR FRENDS THAT YOUR
FATHER DIED) A WAR HERO. YOU.

/ WERE BORN N AMERICA

WiyYY DO
You KeeP
HARASSNG ME
WITH TS STUFF
¥ mauev? You ARE

UPSETING ME! \i

WHEN THEY REALZED THE LANDLORD WAS HAPPY
TO TAKE MONEY FOR THE CONDEMNED PROPERTY,

MAURY GOT THE FAMLY RXNG UP THE PLACE

KNOCKNG DOWN
THESE OLD WALLS
MAKES THE PLACE

LOOK BIGGER. WHO
KNEW THAT MAURY

WAS A DECORATOR.

A

080 WERD,
BENG THE
HEAD OF. THE
FAWIY- AT 191

NEST 15
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(E \ENSE_: A NIGHTMARISH HOME-LFE FILLED WITH l‘w ERENTAL G@
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IMAURYS IMOTHER |RE TURNED)
o e FATI S TUIERIPAST!
[HAUNTED \iER (M BROTHERS'
WERE A MESS T ORNINGIAND!
AGHTING 'LIKE THE |FATHERRTHEY)
HATED. MAURY WASN T READY)
FOR THEIR MOCKNG, DR TvEw!
REJECTON.

WHEN A BROTHER CAME TO A
CHURCH SERVICE, HE RAN UP TO
THE PREACHER AFTERWARD
MAYBE TO WT HM777 NO,
MAURY'S BROTHER WANTED.

TO CHANGE WS LFE.

WAS EVERYTHNG PERFECT-7 YEARS OF
DYSFLNCTION WERENT GONG!T0 DISAPPEAR! BUT
©OD WAS' THERE WHEN THE FAMLY| NEEDED WM’

B -

10 LovE To sHOWIMALRY

WaAT A GOODHOME o
Lccuw Be Lice b
01512000+

MAURY MET THE
MOST AMAZNG
GRL. HER SMIE,
THOSE SPARKLNG
evEs BEV WS
AL mauRY
couLD THNK
aBOUT

MAURY REVEALED THAT HE WASNT ‘A WANTED
CHLD". HE DIONT KNOW HS REAL FATHER. BEV
LOVED MAURY JUST THE WAY HE WAS, BUT... HE
HAD TO GET WS DOCUMENTS!

MOM, BEV AND I CANT
GET/MARRIED UNTIL T AND'
MY BRTM CERTIFCATEN!

. -
&5 T

Wik |

MAURY ENROLLED IN COURSES
TO DEEPEN HS INDERSTANDNG

OF THE BIBLE. MAURY EVENTUALLY

LED THE SAME KIDS CLUB HED
ATTENDED AS A CHID—HE KNEW WHAT
SOME OF THEM WERE GONG THROUGH.

I CANTMAGINE ANYONE
2O ‘wanTiG ME.

vou ARE NOT A amzen o
THS CONTRY, OR ANY'
cowTRY 17
Youve ever
SIGNED LEGAL N
PAPERS,
Youve
BROKEN
THE Law
5
vown ~
P o—
o E— —
o MAURY HAD
MOTHERT! e ST
HE BELONGED TO 1S
FAMIY OR COMMUNTY, NOW
HE DONT BELONG ANYWHERE!
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X CANT PAY THE

DOCTOR. THE PRESSURE

15 OVERWHELMNG ME. T

WISH I WAS THE DEAD
.o

PNEUMONA,
A TeRRBLE
LUNG NFECTION,
SWEPT THE
TowN. BOB'S
mMomER
REFUSED TO
HELP WITH
MEDICAL BULLS
or even
HS FUNERAL
expenses.

s vl

e narll|V
— g wre veo || |

SHE DEPNITELY
NEEDS ME.

BY WITHOUT Me'
TO HELP RAISE MY,
BROTHER'S KOS
IM GONG TO ‘ASK'
HER TO MARRYIME.

sk 6OD FORMELR
HE WOULDNT WANT

ME IVE GOT T GET
© oUT OF THS TOWNI:

YOL canfcotnT)
fon meWaice

ALCE 15 PRETTY BUT
HAS NO MONEY. MY
BROTHER BOB DIER TLL
HELP HER. SHELL HAVE

O T TAKE ME

ALCE WAS DROWNG N BILLS AND'
POVERTY. THERE WAS NO HELP FROM
GOVERNMENT OR THE COMMUNTY.
(CYRUS_BOB'S OLDER BROTHER—
STEPPED UP HE WAS CHARMNG ON
THE OUTSIDE, EVL ON THE INSIDE.

o —
o AN NOU FOR THE!

G cEStctes hoan, YRS

THANK YO OR YOUR
OFFER CYRUS TM
MOVNG O MY/ S5TERS
a1y FoR A B! FAMLY
ARE TAKNG CARE OF
THE GHLDREN TL X GET /
SETTLED. N
o THar
UNGRATEFUL
L

THATS
OKAY ALICE.
I UNDERSTAND.
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STRIKE THE )
I HAVE TO COME UP WITH A’
DEEPEST BLOW STORY FOR TWS GROWNG
1 Stomacu wHeN 1 ceT
Home, 11l sav 1
GOT MARRIED.
e /
‘MRS, BLAR

ALICE FOLLOWED HER

/o /it sowws
INSTINCT, TO RUN FROM 7

RESPECTABLE

HER TROUBLES ENOUGH FOR
THE TOWN

o ‘cossips.

ALICE LIED . . .

RO
e was &
sui A ool eilplou
rowmBLE : et serieoe 1 CANT BELEVE TM
person. He DATNG THs MAN
TeEATED ME AGAN. BUT 1 NEED
vy 50 Pp——
£ onoRceD | eveR . .. THeRes
™ No MoNeY For
TN 1 0D FoR THE
Fouw out cuvRen x wss
£ was MAURY TERRILY
prEGNANT.

KEEP ACTNG NCE.

SHES DESPERATE.  ©
SHELL SOON BE
YOURS, ON YoUR
TERMS. T AM GONG.
TO HURT HER WaY
MORE THAN SHE
HURT ME.
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THE TRUE STORY

OF MAURY BLAR .

—‘W“‘

WITH 'SIJSANHVELLS. GRAHAM PAIJI.SE KA?EN AMARAL





index-15_1.jpg
A CONVCT WAD ESCAPED. EVERVONE
WAS TALKNG ABOUT M MAURY AND WS
BROTUERS LAY AWAKE N BED WAGNNG
THEYD HEARD A 1NOCK. A5 CYRUS
HEADED OUT WITH A BASEBALL BAT, THEY
SOEAMBLED DOWNSTAR'S TO WATGL MALRY
MAGNED THE CONVICT RUNNNG BAGK TO THE
PISON BANGNG ON THE DOOR, PLEADNG
FOR THE WARDEN TO LET WM BACK.

T N WS
CAPTURED
MES  AwRY

™ oy
EscaPEE,
MY WA
NO PRSON TO
AEE ™ W HE'S ALWAYS o
WAD NO OTHER

MEAN BUT, HE %o
SodmEsi| oF NEVER WTS ME
SuerTER.

WHEN SHE'S
GONE. HE ONLY.
HURTS ME TO
PUNSH HER.

SO/ MANY/ TIMES | MAURY BURED. THE REALITY.
OF M5! MOTHER | NEGLECTTHE | REALITY.

OF MER ABUSE TO HM—THE

EMOTIONAL VIOLENCE OF

HER ENDLESS LES:

YOULL STAY AT INCLE LUD'S_A SAFER PLACE FOR

— YOU HE'S NKER THAN CYRUS. YOU WONT SURVVE
HERE. AND TM GONG TO MY SISTERS N FLNT
FOR THE SUMMER_MY OWN GETAWAY.

1 ™
PRISONER

GETS CAUGHT

W ey cvrus ues
| conG o wisu
HE Was BAGK
N PRISON 1
FEEL SORRY
) oR M

Mom Gave
ME MONEY TO
TAKE ALL TE
kDS O THE
cReus You
canT sTOP
e CvRUS.
MaURY 16
comnel

WHEN SHED GET DEPRESSED,
MAURYS MOM WOULD VISIT
HER SISTERS FOR WEEKS,
TAKNG THE YOUNGEST KIDS.
MAURY SAT N HS BEDROOM
FOR HOURS, LOOKING AT
THE TRAN TRACKS THAT HAD
TAKEN HS MOTHER AWAY

GRRRR...

MOM, PLEEEEZE
DONT SEND. ME i
AWAY, FOR THE'
SUMMER AGAN

*50B* AP

TLL TEACH | YOU'
To. DisoBeY. You
a RALTHY. RATI

DARK MEMORIES: LUU LIFTED MAURY OFF THE GROUND. AS HE DANGLED LIKE A RAG DOLL, LUD STOMPED
TOWARD'S A HUGE RAN BARREL. MAURY'S STOMACH TIGHTENED. HE COULD FEEL THE PULSE N HS HEAD. HS
FACE BROKE THE WATER'S SURFACE AS LUD PUSHED MM BACK NTO THE WATER. HE HELD HM LNDER, PULLNG

MAURY OUT AT THE LAST MOMENT. HE COULDNT BREATHE. HS LUNGS WERE BURNNG AND MAURY WAS SO
AFRAD! LUD WASNT LIKE CYRUS — HE WAS WORSE! LUD THREW HM DOWN WITH A JOLT AND WALKED
AWAY. MAURY NEVER TOLD WS MOM WHAT HAPPENED. SHE SENT MAURY THERE FOR FOUR SUMMERS.
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TIMES WERE HARD. ALCE il

WAS NOW RUNNNG THE FAMLY
HOUSEHOLY WITH NO HOPE OF
RETURNNG TO COLLEGE. HER
MOTHER WAS DEMANDNG/AND
ONLY WANTED! AlicE (10 TAKE
CARE OF HER. THE OTHERS
WERE '6LAD TO STAY AwAY.

W
THOSE TWOI'ARE NEVER'
GONG TO MAKE 1T
ALCE' SURE I1SNT

1]
&3

lﬁ M GONG
e
i g
it
o
)l
5§ e rom
e

THS 15 NOT THE
LIFE|T0 PLANNED,
BUT TLLIMAKE IT

THERE HAD BEEN NO RAN FOR MONTHS.
THE FARM OROPS DRED LR BANKS CLOSED.
JOBS WERE SCARCE. NO ONE HAD MONEY

JDN\

THE OLD cAR wEPT
BREAKING DOWN. ALKE WAS
FORCED TO GET IT FIXED.

e

wow sHes

PRETTY,
o

THE CAR WONT
START...T.CANT
PAY FOR REPARS.

/

HES A LTTLE x
S _ROUGH SWEATY|AND |
BN Gecasy BUT BoB

WTH EACH BABY, T GET
MORE DEPRESSED. THERE
ISNT ENOUGH FOR FOOD.
I CANT COPE THNGS JUST

CANT GET WORSE.
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MAURY'S MOTHER LOVED HM, BUT SHE HAD NOT ALWAYS BEEN THERE. CYRUS HAD ALWAYS BEEN THERE,
BUT HE NEVER LOVED MAURY. HE HAD NEVER KNOWN ANYTHNG BUT REJECTION. BACK N HS ROOM, HE
TURNED ON THE RADIO TO LISTEN TO SOME ROCK MUSC TO NUMB THE PAN
INSTEAD THAT ANNOYNG RADIO PREACHER CAME ON

YOU DONT JUST WAL 1 ooNT/MEA[T]600! T MuST MAURY VISITED THE LITTLE
A\NFY FROM soQ HAVE BEEN OUT, OF MY MIND. CHURCH THAT HAD RUN THE KID'S
cavse N M HOPNG, S | clue vears serore. wiats
LAY | e vone rerer was e
LUl | welcome: e ExPECTED. HED
R | mae so muot TRouBLE MRS
MATHE, THE PANIST, WAS ALSO A
LOCAL TEACHER. HE WONDERED
WHY SHE WAS CRYING HED ASK
veL HER AFTER THE SERVCE, HOPNG
KEEP FOLLOWNG Your SHE WOULDNT RECOGNZE 1.

1 DONT kNow How NoT To
LvE Loce A0 OBTeAST Wiz

o

NEW o .
ARE THESE NEW! FreNDs W |

RELATONSHPS
aQuckty
DEVELOPED.
HE COULONT
HELP BUT
WORRY HOW
LoNG THeY
WOULD LAST.

SwaTaorusT
% o vouelpaswor,
el 1 REmERBER YU s, 1w
o e B pRATHE o i (s
FoR ou FOR YEARS 1

LoowED Down ToTAY

A0 S o0 ERE

YOU ARE LiE
ONE OF THE
FAMLY. YOU ARE
SMART, FUNNY, A
NCE GUY AND A
PLEASURE TO

MAURY PRACTICALLY
LVED AT PASTOR
JACK OZARD'S HOME.
HE ALWAYS SEEMED
TO BE THERE AT
MEALTIMES. WHEN HED
OFFER TO LEAVE, THEY
WOULD INSIST HE STAY.
HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF
MSITS" STRETCHED INTO
ALMOST AS MUCH TME
EATNG WITH THE FAMILY





index-8_1.jpg
AFTER
ALL 1

oD

R

. ReRI
JONE DAY,
TL FND,

A way

20 T GET
Beevence.
Fri mace
HER PAY!

IM SORRY HER HUSBAND DED. WERE FALLNG N
LOVE SO FAST, I SEE A FUTURE FOR US. PIONCKING
EVERY DAY... WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONGT

LIKE MUCH OF ALKE'S LIFE, NOTHNG WENT WELL FOR
LONG. OFTEN, BAD CHOICES ENSURED THAT
THE GOOU TMES WOULDNT LAST.

MAURY BLAR SEARCHED EVERYWHERE ...
WORK ... ALCE'S ROOMNG HOUSE ...
SHE WAS GONE WITHOUT

A TRACE

A FEW HUNDRED MILES AWAY, MOST BUSNESSES
HAD SHUT DOWN FNANCAL DEVASTATION STILL
RAVAGED THE LAND. ALCE MANAGED TO GET

A OB AT A LOCAL FACTORY SHE TOLD NO
ONE OF THE FAMILY SHED LEFT BEHND.

NO MATTER | WHERE

160, novsl_sss»zsim o l
b x|

1§ e new oL
LooKS AT BUT 15
50 BEAUTFUL. TM
GONG TO ASK HER OUT.

THS 15 WHAT REAL LOVE MUST
FEEL LIKE. MAURY BLAR 15 50
HANDSOME, AND SO NICE TOO.

X JUST CANT TELL WM ABOUT
MY PAST. HE WONT WANT ME IF
HE AND'S OUT IVE LEFT THREE
CHLDREN BEHND. T HAVE TO FIGURE
OUT HOW TO MAKE THS WORK.

TLL WAT UNTL A LITTLE LONGER
BEFORE I TELL HM AND SOMEHOW
WELL MAKE THS WORK.

0D PLEASE MELP ME,
o M 50 50k BUT T
.0 CANT BE PREGNANT!
Every, Tme

soveTeG

00D

Happens,

AL

coes

|weoNG:

I LED ABOUT EVERYTANG X COLLONT
BEAR TO SEE THE SHOCK ON MAURYSH
FAGE F £ TOLD Hm T wAS GONG TO [ I
WAVE WS CLD. THiS COULD)| RUN H
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STRANGE & WONDERFUL FRIENDSHIPS

SKIPPER, A STRAY DOG, WAS
NEVER MAURY'S PET, ONIY HS

BUDDY. THEY RAN AND. PLAYED.
TOGETHER. THEY LOVED EACH
OTHER 'AND COULD. HARDLY WAIT
TO MEET UR THAT WAS ONE BIG
STEP UP FROM A PET MOUSE!

suppER,
YOU, MAKE
ME 50000

ONE| DAY) SKIPPER| WAS | GONE

A LTILE GIRCH "ON THE WRONG SUE OF TOWN' WELCOMED MAURY AND WS SBLNGS T

s
mavRY FeLT mavRy' seAcuED
el " e
WRONG . . . SR PEreom ne wiiop He
LCOULD. SEE THAT OLD ED WAD SKPPER

Nk TED TO WS SHED! HE WHSTLED. MALRYS
HEART|LEPT WHEN SKIPPER ANSWERED
HM. MAURY HAD TO SEE MM

HE SNUCK BEHND THE SHED,

e L

o S

b comiT reSE . S e

e

il o e

EO0D_ BYE \

Gtz
s o
el

HER

KOS CLUB. THEY CAME IN SMELLY AND WERE OUT OF CONTROL THEY PLAYED GAMES OF ALL KNDS

NO, MATTER
WHAT, 600,
LOVES Yo AND.
15 WATCHING.

THE LEADERS WERE
KN AND  PATIENT,
F’r"f | GWNG T™E s A
SENSE OF BELONGNG
You, CAN TALK AND ACCEPTANCE.
o 600, 175
cALLED) PRAYNG.
HE AN ELP.
YoU WITH YouR
PROBLEMS.

HUMPH, X

COUBT THAT

THERE 15

any gD

oUuT THERE

LookNG

ouT PR

ME. THESE

PEOPLE ARE

NCE, BUT THeY

HAVE NO WEA
. ¥ND BUT

aueLesst
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TF 1 ever caTol You
YOU KPS ARE B WITH THOSE HORRIBLE

THE DRTEST J KIS, YOURE GONG
N TowN © GET 1M

WASHED THER
comes N
THE GRAND
RIVER, THEY

WERE LAUGHED

AT. ey weRe
THE FAMILY
THAT THE
REST OF THE
NEIGHBORMOOD
WISHED WaS
NOT THERE

ONE NIGHT THE LNIMAGNABLE
[/ wappenep ... ' wace,
YRS ‘SHOVED MARY
THROUGH THE BEDROOM

| 7~ WNDOW, DANGLNG 1M

[\ over|ne sraw ever
FLOWNG BELOW. MALRY
THS TME|TM wel onto wslaem. = IRIERVYS
REALLY GONG we LeT 6o veo ve [IRL R
™ walou : TR e mavevs
l MOTHER STOOD
v CYRUS
WITH AUTHORITY.
pieceeease, SN
/. noooco! VI RY
T™HE LoOK ON
cvrus Face
CHANGED! ANGER
TURNED TO FEAR
AS HE PULLED
mARY N

2ulTiE NAME OF JESUS,
T DiAT BOY, DowN
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A FREND ZEKE, DROVE ALCE TO A NEARBY TOWN
TO GVE BIRTH IT WAS A HOME FOR “UNWED
MOTHERS:, OR FOR WOMEN TOO POOR TO PAY
THE HOSPITAL BILLS. UNDER PRESSURE, SHE
MADE A SELASH DECISON THAT WOULD MAKE BIG
TROUBLE FOR BABY MAURY LATER N LIFE.

ovee A venr war 8 as Aces
sreuceiLes ou NeREAseD. cvus
REFUSED T GNE UP S CRUGL CENAND.
ALCE YOU HAVE L TN HE WOULD NOT MARRY ALKE AS LONG AS,
TO REGISTER THE Laloal T (5 THAT "BOSTORD" WAS AROLND.
il e rance. e
GOVERNMENT. - 0O wiL ask mowe [
ITS ILLEGAL NOT QuesTONS,
e e ek
BRTH|CERTIACATE. MMICOWNE
( st vevee |
) PO obT.
\l

y © 1 cant Gve mavRy
¥ e Lo s et
1 I LOVE THIS BABY AS
MUGH AS T LOVED 1

FaTiER. 1VE HEARD

HoRRBLE TGS

owD wappeN AT

NsTTUTONAL

vomes ror

wos:

1 WAVE NO GHOKE, MALRY.
WILL BE N A BETTER PLACE
THATS RIGHT, THE WHOLE

FAMLY WILL BE BETTER OFF.

3 AS SHE OFTEN DID OVER THE YEARS, A

DEPRESSED ALCE LEFT THE CHLDREN WHEN
SHED GO AWAY TO VISIT' A SISTER OR FREND.
SHE COULD BE GONE FOR WEEKS. TO CARRY
OUT HER PLAN, THS TIME SHE BROUGHT ONE
YEAR-OLD MAURY TO HER SISTERS.

THANKS FOR
LETTNG ME

BRNG MAURY

FOR A WSIT.

1 CANT coPE I

YOULL AIWAYS
BE MY FAVORITE
UTTLE SISTERI TM
GLAD TO HELR

WITH LFE N
RIGHT NOW.
IN THE MOST OF HER DEPRESSION, ALICE CAME UP I NEEDED A
WITH THE MOST UNTHNKABLE SOLUTION SHE FELT BREAK.

THE OPPRESSVE PRESSURE LFTNG
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BILL HUNG AROUND KPS YOLNGER THAN HM. HS PANTS WERE TOO SHORT,
EXPOSNG UGLY SORES ON WS LEGS NOBODY WANTED TO BE AROUND BILL HE
WASNT WANTED AT HOME SO HE SPENT HS TME WITH A FEW REJECTS, LIKE MAURY.

| g

YOUR BOY IS SAFET — THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL WORD'S
MAURY'S MOTHER HAD EVER
HEARD. SHE TRED TO HUG
MM, BUT HE PULLED AWAY. IT
WAS A STRANGE FEELNG AS
SHE ALMOST NEVER HUGGED
MAURY—CYRUS COULD
NEVER FND HER SHOWNG.
MAURY LOVE! ALICE GAVE MM
A BOWL OF CEREAL AD A
TREAT SHED FOLND.

BREAKING NEWS
4. AOUNG BOY
[STMSSING AND' HAS

S osselorowneD

oD F You ARE
© THeRE, PLEASE
BRNG MAURY.
BACK ALVE!

*50B*

IVE NOT /

BEEN THE
BEST MOTHER,
BUT I REALY
vo Love

You mauRY.

=

“ T YOU MEAN
JUST JUMP ON A FREIGHT
TRAN, LIKE A RUNAWAYZ WOWII

EveRYONE
THOUGHT MAURY
HAD DROWNED
N THE RIVER. HS
MOM TRED TO
FND MM, ALL THE
NEIGHBORS, EVEN
™E BOYS CluB.
... MAYBE THEY
WERE HOPNG
FOR A REWARD.

woiaT A
sTRANGE

way oF

[ siowns im
[ sres never
THere R MEl
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e e YEARS BEFORE, MAURY WAS TERRIRED OF
o 1 STARTNG SCHOOL. SURPRISNGLY, HE FOUND
MORE WINDNESS FROM THE TEAGHERS
THAN HED EVER KNOWN. EVEN THOUGH
THE OTHER KIS OFTEN MADE FLN OF HIM.
ONCE, HE SNUCK NTO THE SCHOOL AND
SCARED THE TEACHER. SHE SCREAMED AT
MAURY WHEN THE PRNCPAL FOLND M
CROUCHNG IN THE CORNER, MAURY KNEW
A HE WAS IN FOR SERIOUS PUNSHMENT.
MALRY,
You werE
N TROUBLE
AN WERE GONG
0 BE STRAPPED.
4 BUT, YouR
TEACHER ASKED
ME O LET 1T GO.
YouRE Luckv

v

b5
| s
d e armeR
Ri=

S vou DONT

HAVE O,
" hD

INSTEAD, THE TEACHER D NOT
PLNISH MAURY BUT ASKED IF

HED LKE TO STAY AFTER SCHOOL
SOMETIMES TO HELP TIDY THE
BOOKS AND CLASSROOM. HE LOVED
IT AND STAYED AS OFTEN AND AS
LONG AS HE COULD.

1 llove i
HERE, BUT

T HATE L DIAT
SHE Feels
sowey ror

M EvERTONE
KNowS M AL
RAT TRAPPED

N My owN
HousE

HAPPY TO BE WORKNG IN SCHOOLI!
_MA, THATS REALLY SCREWED LR
AND HOW MESSED UP WAS SHET? .

BENG NCE NSTEAD OF HURTFULZ7  [RicAzad

LAST DAY OF 6cHOOL:

SOMEONE REPORTED THAT
MAURY WAS WORKNG,
NSTEAD OF ATTENDNG

SCHOOL. HE GOT A WSIT
FROM AN OFFCAL. MAURY
DONT HAVE DECENT
CLo™ES AND SCHOOL

DONT SEEM TO BE UONG

MUGH GOOD. MAURY HAD

TURNED SIXTEEN. AT LEAST
HE COULD MAKE MONEY.
THE PRNGPAL COULONT

TALK HIM OUT OF IT.

ABoUT

PNISHNG

Your
EDLCATION.
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THE SOLITARY -CHLD COULD HEAR THEM ALL WHEN DANGER WASNT
PRESENT, HED SUP TO THE FLOOR, LYNG FLAT ON HS SKNNY
BELLY WITH WS CHN RESTNG ON 1S KNUCKLES THROUGH THE
CRACKS N THE FLOOR, HE COULD SEE THE ROOMS BELOW-—
A PRISONERS VEW OF HS FAMLYS ACTMTES. CAUGHT YOU TURNNG
ON THE LIGHT, You
BLo*K BOSTORD: TM
: comNG P To GET
115 MY BRTDAY AD T
CANT EVEN TURN ON THE
LGHT OR TLL BE BEATEN
*WAY AM I 5O DFFERENTT :
WY 50 WATED? o

(EYRUSI NOOOOI
HES ST A

fouo!

WHY DOES HE ONIY CALL
ME THAT NAME? I HATE
THAT I LOOK DIFFERENT

o0 THAN THE FAMLY.

THE CRACKS N THE FLOOR WHY 15 MY HAR
OFFERED WIS ONIY GLMPSES NTO DARKER, AND MY SN
FAMLY MEAL TIMES. ON CHRISTMAS NOT AS LGHT AS 0o
DAY, A BROTHER MGHT SNEAK WM MY BROTHERS AND

SCRAPS OF ROOD. SISTERST





index-30_1.jpg
A "SEEKER" CAME TO JESUS_NCODEMUS.
JESUS TOLD WM, YOU MUST BE BORN
AGAN' ... CHANGED FROM THE NSDE WAIT
A MNUTE ... THAT'S WHAT HAD HAPPENED
TO MAURY THE OTHER NGHTI

“IF ANYONE 15 N CHRIST, THE NEW
CREATON HAS COME; THE OLD HAS GONE,

WHAMATI TM READNG ABOUT PEOPLE WHO
HAD REALLY MESSED UP LVES I THOUGHT

I WAS THE ONIY ONE WITH A HORRIBLE IM NOT PNDNG THOSE RELIGOUS RADIO

FAMLY CYRUS WASNT THE ONLY ONE PROGRAMS IRRITATNG ANYMORE!

HEY, TM WONDERNG
SO MANY THNGS HAD BEEN GONG WELL...UNTL

F YOU WoLLD vessss!
OVERWHELMNG DEPRESSION STARTED CREEPNG

PV T=ST A LOAD OF WELL TEST
BACK. HED ALWAYS FELT REJECTER SO MAURY

PIVGSININ voou 1M BUYNG THS WoOU.
DECDED TO REJECT GOU BEFORE HE WOULD

ow woor Nl PR You

SOON DO IT TO HM.
sTove. | o @

MAURY SOON LELE

I WAS FEELNG GREAT, BUT WHATS | THE!
EXPERIENCED

USE? IVE BEEN WORTWLESS AL M| LiFE
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BOOTS AND A BALL WERE ALL
HE NEEDED TO PLAY HOCKEY,
PROVNG THAT HEART MATTERED
MORE THAN EQUPMENT. MAURY'S
RESOURCEFUINESS AND JOY FOR
LIFE SHONE BRIGTLY, BUT RARELY,
N HIS OTHERWISE DARK WORLD.






